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What iden ti ty; na tion al, Eu ro pe an 
or some thing more?

The sub ject of what drives peo ple to form, sus tain, or to chal lenge,
iden ti fi ca tion and no tions of cit i zen ship has at tract ed in ter est for dec ades.
Iden ti ties are set in and con struct ed in ac tion. Per son al, so cial and ed u ca -
tion al de vel op ment de pends on var i ous proc ess es fun da men tal in the
build ing and un der stand ing of in di vid u al and group iden ti ties. 

The theme of this spe cial is sue of the So cial Sci ence Trib une re volves
around the ques tion of which iden ti ty with in the con text of na tion and Eu -
rope we seek. Will it be as Beck1 ar gues that it “…can not be con jured up
from the past; it has to be de vel oped… as a... re sponse to the ques tions
of the fu ture, in ev ery field such as the la bor mar ket, ecol o gy and the so -
cial state, in ter na tion al mi gra tion, po lit i cal freed oms and ba sic rights.” Or
will it re spond to Kas to ry ano’s2 ques tion on wheth er or not rec og ni tion
and adop tion of “mul ti cul tur al ism” can of fer a tan gi ble op por tu ni ty to “rec -
on cile the uni ver sal i ty of its le gal frame work with the sin gu lar i ty of cul tur al
iden ti ties so as to con sti tute a com mon po lit i cal cul ture?” 

Each of us has a unique iden ti ty, one which finds ex pres sion in both
ma jor i ty mem ber ship as well as mi nor i ty mem ber ship with in a cul ture and
so ci e ty. Our ba sic prem ise is that the build ing and fos ter ing of iden ti ty
with in a Eu ro pe an con text is built on merg ing both the in di vid u al and the
mul ti ple. Wheth er pre sent ed and an a lyzed from a so ci o log i cal iden ti ty the -
o ry or that of psy cho log i cal so cial iden ti ty per spec tive, the em pha sis is on
a mul ti fa cet ed and dy nam ic self that acts as a go-be tween the re la tion ship
amid so cial struc ture and in di vid u al be hav ior3; with out ig nor ing the po lit i -
cal4. To this we add the is sue of cit i zen ship. By link ing iden ti ty and cit i zen -
ship we re late to a Eu rope that in cludes the re gion al, na tion al, su pra na -
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tion al and even the post-na tion al, thus add ing a new com po nent to the in -
di vid u al’s choice of iden ti ty. The de vel op ment of the post-na tion al con cept
of cit i zen ship is root ed in the larg er proc ess es of change in Eu rope5. 

The is sue of iden ti ty and cit i zen ship sta tus with in the pa ram e ters of the
de vel op ment of mod ern dem o crat ic states is some thing that has drawn in -
creas ing at ten tion. Cit i zen ship typ i fies the link be tween per son and state
with in the pa ram e ters of that state’s laws, with cor re spond ing du ties and
rights. The con cept of cit i zen ship in mod ern de moc ra cies in volves ev ery -
one’s equal par tic i pa tion in the as sets of so ci e ty and has come to in cor -
po rate rights of a di verse na ture in clud ing the civ il, so cial and po lit i cal6. As
Bru bak er7 notes ‘cit i zen ship is not sim ply a le gal for mu la: rath er it is an in -
creas ing ly sa li ent so cial and cul tur al fact and a "pow er ful in stru ment of so -
cial clo sure". There fore, while cit i zen ship sta tus has slow ly been pro vid ed
to mem bers of the so ci e ty ir re spec tive of such fac tors as class, race, or
gen der, this un for tu nate ly is not yet uni ver sal. 

The ques tion of cit i zen ship con sti tutes one of the most im por tant sub -
jects in Eu rope as much so cio-po lit i cal ly as it does from a sci en tif ic and
re search per spec tive. Giv en that the rel a tive pol i cies have de vel oped in -
to a con fig u ra tion of var ied pol i cies, this spe cial is sue at tempts to con -
trib ute to a dis cus sion that we con sid er of crit i cal im por tance to Eu ro pe -
an co ex ist ence. 

Spe cif i cal ly, in this vol ume we at tempt to doc u ment dif fer ent as pects
of the themes prob lem at ic by for mu lat ing two cen tral ax es. The first ax is
cen ters on ques tions be ing for mu lat ed with in the Eu ro pe an are na with re -
gard to cit i zen ship as a Eu ro pe an pol i cy prob lem. The sec ond ax is es -
sen tial ly through the prism of ed u ca tion ex am ines the meth od o log i cal
and the o ret i cal ap proach es of the phe nom e non. Par tic u lar ly in ter est ing
are the anal y ses that ap proach the sub ject of cit i zen ship in terms of iden -
ti ty and pow er. 

The pa pers that are con tained in this ed it ed vol ume rep re sent con tri -
bu tions from eight Eu ro pe an states and one seek ing mem ber ship in the
Eu ro pe an Un ion. The au thors come from Por tu gal, Hun ga ry, Greece,
France, Eng land, Spain, Cy prus, Lith u a nia and Tur key. We be lieve that the
vol ume takes on add ed im por tance giv en the fact that uni ver si ty ac a dem -
ics are in di vid u als who have been and con tin ue to be in volved in teach ing
and re search in the vol ume the mat ic ar ea. 

The sub ject is quite com plex and as such it is nei ther our in ten tion nor
is it pos si ble to com plete ly an a lyze it with in the frame work of this spe cial
is sue. Rath er, this vol ume pre sents a com pi la tion of crit i cal re flec tions
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and stud ies on the sub ject from with in the work be ing done in the Eu ro -
pe an are na and par tic u lar ly from that of mem bers of the Chil dren’s Iden -
ti ty and Cit i zen ship Eu ro pe an As so ci a tion (CI Cea). Con se quent ly the
pres en ta tion of par tic u lar pa pers aims to con trib ute to the on go ing de -
bate re volv ing around the is sue of iden ti ty and cit i zen ship in Eu rope. Fi -
nal ly, we al so hope that this vol ume can al so con trib ute to in the ap point -
ment of pos si bil i ties and weak ness es to a in ter dis ci plin a ry com par a tive
frame of anal y sis. Par tic u lar thanks are ex pressed to wards the So cial Sci -
ence Trib une and to Pro fes sor Emer i tus P. Ter lex is. 

In the first ar ti cle of the cur rent vol ume, Gil Bap tis ta Fer rei ra in What
iden ti ty for Eu rope? Com mu ni ca tion, mem o ry, and cit i zen ship, fo cus es on
the de bate around the Eu ro pe an iden ti ty. The au thor sug gests the con -
cep tion of a Eu ro pe an iden ti ty that re flects, si mul ta ne ous ly, a his tor i cal
and cul tur al bal last in which peo ple can trust, and on its own civ ic cul ture
that, re spect ing the iden ti ties, and rec og niz es sen si bil i ties. Ac cord ing to
Fer rei ra two types of po lit i cal iden ti fi ca tion are tak en in to ac count, sus tain -
ing the idea of the na tion from a cul tur al and eth nic point of view or from
a civ ic and po lit i cal per spec tive. From here, the dis cus sion will cen tres on
the pos si bil i ty of a Eu ro pe an iden ti ty and to what ex tent that iden ti ty will
be shared by cit i zens from dif fer ent na tion al i ties.

In Chil dren’s un der stand ing of pu pils’ re spon si bil i ty. A self-re spon si bil i -
ty mod el Bea ta Krzy wosz-Rynk iew icz pre sents the con cept of pu pils’ re -
spon si bil i ty as un der stood by young er pri ma ry school chil dren. A three
year ac tion re search project was done. The in ter views and re spon si bil i ty
di lem ma tests con duct ed dur ing the ex per i ment on a group of 100 young -
er pri ma ry school pu pils pro vid ed the ba sis for: (1) de vel op ing a mod el of
self- re spon si bil i ty, and (2) de ter min ing the fac tors that stim u late and pro -
mote re spon si bil i ty. The self-re spon si bil i ty mod el was ver i fied em pir i cal ly
con sist ed of two di men sions: (1) sub jec tive re spon si bil i ty ver sus for mal
re spon si bil i ty, and (2) re spon si bil i ty to be borne (neg a tive) ver sus re spon -
si bil i ty to be tak en (pos i tive). The ob tained re sults are pre sent ed in the pa -
per. The three-year ac tion re search project en a bled us al so to de ter mine
the fac tors stim u lat ing the de vel op ment of re spon si bil i ty.

In the third ar ti cle of the spe cial is sue Io an nis Ka ma ri an os fo cus es on
two ba sic So ci ol o gy of Ed u ca tion ques tions: the proc ess of re pro duc tion
as well as the pos si bil i ty for change.  Ed u ca tion al change con cerns struc -
ture on the one hand and the role of the sub jects in a re la tion ship of in ter -
de pend ence on the oth er hand. More spe cif i cal ly, in Iden ti ty and ICT: The
in flu ence of Ra tion al i ty, Mar ket So ci e ty and ICT in the class room Io an nis
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Ka ma ri an os rais es new per spec tives in the so ci o log i cal the o ry of ed u ca -
tion that con sists of a frame work through which to ex plain the re sil ience of
the pow er struc ture as well as the sub jects' role in par tic i pat ing in the ed -
u ca tion al proc ess. Ac cord ing to the au thor the in tro duc tion and in te gra -
tion of ICT and the new tech no crat ic rea son in the school class room which
mod i fies the ed u ca tion al proc ess, is one of the chal len ges that we are
called up on not on ly to com pre hend but al so an a lyze in or der to pro duce
ef fect ive ed u ca tion al prac ti ces.

In So cial i za tion for a co op er a tive and com pet i tive cit i zen: a class room
ob ser va tion study Már ta Fü lop fo cus es on as pects of the good cit i zen. Ac -
cord ing to Fü lop the con cept of the good cit i zen has at least two as pects:
her/his re la tions to the state and to his/her fel low cit i zens. The ar ti cle be -
gins with an in form a tive re view and dis cus sion of the lit er a ture sur round -
ing the cen tral theme. It goes on to dis cuss the is sues re lat ed to so cial i -
za tion for a co op er a tive and com pet i tive cit i zen and pre sents find ings from
a class room ob ser va tion study us ing qual i ta tive case study ma te ri al, from
a rel a tive ly small set of schools, to build a more nu anced view of the ways
in which com pe ti tion and co op er a tion are man i fest ed in the ed u ca tion al
realm and to fa cil i tate a more de tailed anal y sis of lo cal prac ti ces in a spe -
cif ic ge o graph i cal and tem po ral con text. 

In So cial judg ments about eth nic ex clu sion among Lat in-Amer i can chil -
dren and ad o les cents liv ing in Spain, Al e jan dra Nav ar ro Sa da, Shei la Tron -
co so and Li la Gó mez & Mi guel Gó mez ex plore so cial judg ments about
eth nic ex clu sion from the per spec tive of eth nic mi nor i ty chil dren liv ing in
Spain. In or der to fo cus on to this mat ter a de vel op men tal study was car -
ried out with Lat in Amer i can chil dren and ad o les cents who has been part
of this re cent mi gra to ry proc ess in Spain. The gen er al pur pose of the pres-
ent study was to in ves ti gate the de vel op ment of their per cep tion about so -
cial ex clu sion and dis crim i na tion. The study was con duct ed in Mad rid with
a sam ple of 72 Lat in Amer i can chil dren and ad o les cents be tween 6-17
years of age. The au thors used a clin i cal semi-struc tured in ter view. The
spe cif ic in ter est was to ex plore the judg ments and jus ti fi ca tions on the
part of Lat in Amer i can chil dren and ad o les cents re gard ing a so cial ex clu -
sion sit u a tion to wards their own eth nic group, as well as their per cep tions
re gard ing their ex pe ri en ces of eth nic dis crim i na tion in the time they have
lived in Spain, the pos si ble caus es and the so lu tions to solve them.

Chris tine Ro land-Lévy, aims in Switch ing from a Na tion al Iden ti ty to a
Eu ro pe an one, at show ing how, from in di vid u al at ti tudes, a new rep re sen -
ta tion is grad u al ly built and pro gres sive ly it is shared by many, thus
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be com ing a com mon so cial rep re sen ta tion. The au thor seeks to do so by
ana lyz ing at ti tudes and so cial rep re sen ta tions of a new so cial ob ject, first
in Jan u ary and then in Feb ru a ry 2002 when the eu ro be came the com -
mon cur ren cy in France as well as in 11 oth er coun tries al so be long ing
to the eu ro-zone; at this time, the French former na tion al cur ren cy could
still be used in par al lel to the eu ro; and sec ond, one year lat er, once the
eu ro was the sin gle cur ren cy that should be used in all the var i ous fi nan -
cial trans ac tions oc cur ring in France.

Mary Kout sel ini in her ar ti cle ti tled, The role of in form al cur ric u lum on
cit i zen ship ed u ca tion: Gen der rep re sen ta tions in TV and stu dents’ gen der
ster e o types, pre sents a long-term project fund ed for three years by the Cy -
prus Re search Pro mo tion Foun da tion. The project was en ti tled “Gen der
main stream ing in the Mass Me dia of Cy prus and the re la tion ship with the
per cep tions of youth - Com par i son with the EU pol i cy”. The project aimed
at aware ness ris ing in gen der is sues at the Mass Me dia as well as in the
role of in form al cur ric u lum in stu dents’ per cep tions The study was con -
duct ed in Cy prus dur ing the pe ri od 2004-2007 with a three fold aim, first to
in ves ti gate the gen der rep re sen ta tions in TV, sec ond to com pare them
with pri ma ry and sec ond ary stu dents’ per cep tions and third to com pare
the gen der rep re sen ta tions and stu dents per cep tions with the Eu ro pe an
Un ion´ s in di ca tors of main stream ing pol i cy. In this con text the present
study in ves ti gat ed the role of TV broad cast ing- as an im por tant agent of
in form al ed u ca tion – in the for ma tion of youth gen der ster e o types.

In ‘I felt re al ly in spired by it, it was re al ly in ter est ing to in ter act with the
pu pils’: ac tive cit i zen ship in the Brit ish un der grad u ate so cial sci ence cur -
ric u lum, Paul Watt, Chris Gif ford, Shirl ey Ko ster, Wayne Clark note that a
for mal cit i zen ship cur ric u lum has re cent ly been in tro duced in to schools in
Eng land fol low ing the pub li ca tion of the Crick Re port in 1998. This in i ti a -
tive has re ceived con sid er a ble ac a dem ic and po lit i cal at ten tion as its im -
ple men ta tion is re searched and eval u at ed. How e ver, cit i zen ship ed u ca -
tion is not re strict ed to schools and in re cent years there have been num -
ber of pub lic ly fund ed in i ti a tives to de vel op cit i zen ship ed u ca tion in U.K.
uni ver si ties, al though the re search base on these in i ti a tives is thus far ex -
treme ly lim it ed. This study con trib utes to the lit er a ture in this ar ea with ref -
er ence to eval u a tion re search un der tak en in re la tion to the mod ule, ‘Cit i -
zen ship and Iden ti ty’, de liv ered to first year so cial sci ence un der grad u ates
at ‘Riv er shire Uni ver si ty’ in South East Eng land.

In Chil dren and Mo bil i ty in TV Com mer cials, Nil ü fer Pem be cioğlu aims
to dis cuss the con cept of chil dren and mo bil i ty in com mer cials and ide al -
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i za tion of the role mod els. The au thor notes that due to the in creas ing
num ber of com mer cial ized chan nels, chil dren are even more un der the
im pact of me dia. The chil dren rep re sent ed in the me dia are get ting more
and more mo bile and this cre ates a kind of pseu do-re al i ty. To day, most of
the com mer cials con cen trate on chil dren as con sum ers and they seem to
give more im por tance to ‘adult-like de ci sion mak ing strat e gies’ for chil -
dren. The un der ly ing ar gu ment is that these ads pro vide be hav iours which
could be tak en as the role mod els for chil dren in gen er al. 

Ire na Zales ke né in Cit i zen ship Ed u ca tion in Chang ing Lith u a ni an So ci -
e ty con cen trates on some the o ret i cal con cepts of glo bal i sa tion and cit i -
zen ship and thus pro vides some thoughts about the chang ing role of cit -
i zen ship ed u ca tion in trans form ing Lith u a ni an So ci e ty. The au thor points
out that many prob lems in con tem po ra ry Lith u a ni an so ci e ty arise from the
fact that the re la tion ship be tween in di vid u als and the state is chang ing
fun da men tal ly. The state should broad en “pos i tive” choi ces and sup port
an in di vid u al by en sur ing prin ci ples of equal i ty in ba sic hu man rights and
ac cess to op por tu ni ties. On the oth er hand, an in di vid u al has to take the
re spon si bil i ty for his/her own life be com ing a de ci sive fac tor in choos ing
per son al life style and in build ing up civ ic com mu ni ty. In this re spect it is
ex pect ed that Cit i zen ship Ed u ca tion plays an im por tant role in ed u cat ing
com pe tence and at ti tudes to ward own re spon si bil i ties, in ed u cat ing men -
tal and prac ti cal skills for pos i tive civ ic par tic i pa tion.

Uvan ney May lor and Al i stair Ross in Teach er ed u ca tion for mul ti ple
iden ti ties in Eu rope: a study, re port some of the find ings of a study of how
teach er ed u ca tion cur rent ly re flects the in creas ing di verse school pop u la -
tion in five Eu ro pe an coun tries: the Unit ed King dom, Greece, France, Ice -
land and Po land. Each of these has made dis tinc tive chan ges in pol i cy in
rec og ni tion of the great er eth nic and na tion al range of stu dents in the
school sys tem. The au thors an a lyse the views of teach ers and teach er ed -
u ca tors in each coun try, sug gest ing that most of the pro fes sion als in -
volved see their role as to en cour age pu pils to view them selves as hav -
ing mul ti ple and over lap ping iden ti ties, which may (in ter al ia) be na tion al,
eth nic, lin guis tic and Eu ro pe an. With in the scope of this project var i ous
strat e gies to achieve this, at the lev el of the school, lo cal ar ea and na tion
al ly are brief ly an a lysed and de scribed.

Our fi nal pa per is en ti tled, Bring ing to geth er Mul ti cul tur al Aware ness
and Cit i zen ship in post grad u ate teach er ed u ca tion. Ju lia Spin thou rak is fo -
cus es on the need for teach er ed u ca tion pro grams and par tic u lar ly post
grad u ate ed u ca tion pro grams to in clude cours es on is sues linked to di ver -
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si ty in our so ci e ty. In clud ing di ver si ty and spe cif i cal ly mul ti cul tur al ism is
im por tant as teach ers need to work suc cess ful ly with di verse learners at
the ide o log i cal lev el, prac ti cal lev el, po lit i cal lev el and meth od o log i cal lev -
el. This pa per ex am ines how Greek Mas ter’s de gree can di dates tak ing a
Mul ti cul tur al Ed u ca tion course un der stand the di ver si ty around him and
how it in flu en ces iden ti ty and cit i zen ship. A de scrip tion of the course, stu -
dent ac tiv i ties and stu dent-pro fes sor in ter ac tion is pre sent ed. The pa per
al so in cludes an ex cerpt from a stu dent’s re flect ive jour nal and gen er al ob -
ser va tions from the anal y sis on the de vel op ment of their knowl edge, skills
and aware ness of di ver si ty. From the anal y sis we note that an op por tu ni -
ty for fo cused, or ga nized and ac tive par tic i pa tion and re flec tion can pos i -
tive ly in flu ence the mul ti cul tur al aware ness of post grad u ate ed u ca tion
stu dents.

As the pa pers in this spe cial is sue il lus trate, iden ti ty and cit i zen ship
can not be viewed sim ply. They are shaped by the plu ral i ty of view points
ex pressed in the pub lic and ac a dem ic sphere. In high light ing the fa cets
of iden ti ties and cit i zen ship and what they con vey, this spe cial is sue
seeks to con trib ute to the ref ram ing of the dis cus sion on di ver si ty, iden -
ti ty and cit i zen ship.

In this ed i to ri al we have cho sen to be gin the fram ing of the vol ume’s
theme and to present key points of each of the ar ti cles in clud ed in the spe -
cial Eng lish is sue of the So cial Sci ence Trib une. The cri te ri on used to se -
lect the ar ti cles to be in clud ed was pred i cat ed on our be lief that they con -
tain crit i cal re flec tions, find ings and in for ma tion of in ter est to re search ers
work ing with is sues of iden ti ty and cit i zen ship. 

Fi nal ly, it is our hope that the is sues raised by the con trib ut ing au thors
in this vol ume will be use ful and of cru cial im por tance for oth er re search -
ers in volved in is sues of iden ti ty, cit i zen ship di ver si ty along with pol i cy
mak ing proc ess. 

J. A. Spin thou rak is & I. Ka ma ri an os
Guest Ed i tors,

Pat ras, Sum mer 2009
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